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Walter P. Reuther 


Statement by the President on the Death of the Labor 
Leader. May 10,1970 


The tragic death of Walter Reuther is a deep loss not 
only for organized labor but also for the cause of collective 
bargaining and the entire American process. He was a 
man who was devoted to his cause, spoke for it elo- 
quently, and worked for it tirelessly. While he was out- 
spoken and controversial, even those who disagreed with 
him had great respect for his ability, integrity, and 
persistence. 

For the Reuther family, the tragedy of this day is 

compounded by the death of Mrs. Reuther. Mrs. Nixon 
joins me in offering our heartfelt sympathy to them, and 
in expressing the hope that the memory of Walter 
Reuther’s great achievements, with the constant help of 
his wife, will sustain them at this sad time. 
NOTE: Mr. Reuther died on May 9, in the crash of a private plane 
in northern Michigan. Since 1946, he had served as president of the 
United Auto Workers. 

The statement was posted on the bulletin board in the press room 


at the White House. It was not issued in the form of a White House 
press release. 


International Coffee Agreement 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the 1969 Report on Operations of the Agreement. 
May 11, 1970 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I transmit herewith my 1969 report on the operations of 
the International Coffee Agreement, 1968. 

This treaty, which continues in modified form the Inter- 
national Coffee Agreement, 1962, embodies the oft-stated 
concern of the United States that the developing countries 
dependent on the export of primary commodities be able 
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to achieve the stability in foreign exchange income essen- 
tial for economic growth. The International Coffee Agree- 
ment, which involves the most important agricultural 
export of the less developed world, has evolved into an 
effective mechanism for influencing coffee prices toward 
levels which are equitable for producers and reasonable 
for consumers. While the Agreement is not designed to 
eliminate reasonable price fluctuations, it has been suc- 
cessful in 1969 as in the previous years of its existence in 
moderating price movements and preventing prices from 
reaching levels disastrously low for exporting countries or 
unacceptably high to the importing countries. 

I am encouraged also by the progress which the Agree- 
ment has made in achieving long-term market equilib- 
rium through the setting of production goals for the coffee 
year 1972-73 and the establishment of the Coffee Diversi- 
fication Fund designed to bring the supply of coffee in 
line with demand. I hope that negotiations for United 
States participation in this Fund soon will be completed. 

Agreement with Brazil was reached April 30, 1969 on 
a temporary arrangement regarding the export of soluble 
coffee from that country to the United States. Consulta- 
tions toward a permanent solution to this problem are 
currently under way. 

RicHarp NIxon 
The White House 
May 11, 1970 


NoTE: The report, entitled “1969 Annual Report of the President 
to the Congress on the International Coffee Agreement” (16 pp., 
plus annexes), was published by the Department of State. 


White House Fellows 


Announcement of Appointment of Fellows for the 
1970-71 Program. May 11,1970 


The President today announced the appointment of 
17 young men and women to serve as White House 
Fellows for 1970-71. The new Fellows, the sixth group 
since the program was established, will take up their 
duties as special assistants to members of the White House 
staff and members of the Cabinet in September. 
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The Fellows were selected today by a Presidential 
Commission chaired by Arthur S. Flemming, president 
of Macalester College and former Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare. The Commission made their 
choices from among 31 national finalists, recommended 
by 11 regional panels, after a weekend of conversations 
and interviews at Airlie House, in Warrington, Va. 


This year there were approximately 1,200 applicants 
for the program which is designed to provide rising young 
leaders from business, the universities, and a variety of 
professions, a firsthand exposure to the top level of the 
Federal Government. Following their year in Washington, 
White House Fellows return to their respective professions 
and communities. 


The 17 White House Fellows who will begin their 
terms in September are: 


Ronatp O. BAauKoL, 32, supervisor of new product development, 
3M Company, Minneapolis, Minn. 

L. Epwin Coate, 34, general manager and chief engineer, Valley 
Center Municipal Water District, Escondido, Calif. 

Ropney A. CoLeMAN, 31, captain, USAF, project architect with 
the Civil Engineering Corps. 

Metvyn R. Coren, 32, associate dean of the College of Business 
Administration, University of Houston. 

J. Kerrn Crisco, 27, assistant to the executive vice president of 
Burlington Knitting Mills, Greensboro, N.C. 

Leon A. Epney, 35, lieutenant commander, USN, Political-Military 
Plans Division, Staff of the Chief of Naval Operations. 

R. Cuartes Gentry, 34, law clerk for United States District Court 
for the Northern District of Texas, Lubbock, Tex. 

Joun Nits Hanson, 28, senior scientist, Westinghouse Electric 
Corporation, Upper St. Clair, Pa. 

Greorce H. Heitmeier, 33, head of device concepts research at 
RCA Laboratories, Yardley, Pa. 

Ricuarp L. Kiass, 29, captain, USAF, political science depart- 
ment, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Van Emerson LANGLEY, 34, attorney for Continental Oil Com- 
pany, New York. 

Bernarp LoeFFKE, 35, lieutenant colonel, USA, recently an in- 
fantry battalion commander in Vietnam. 

Metvin M. M. Masupa, 27, an attorney and a consultant to the 
president of the University of Hawaii, Honolulu. 

Dana G. Mean, 34, lieutenant colonel, USA, a Vietnam veteran 
with duty at Danang and the DMZ. 

Tuomas O’Brien, 31, assistant professor of economics at Brandeis 
University, Waltham, Mass. 

MarsHatt C. Turner, Jr., 28, M.B.A. candidate at Harvard, 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Jutta Ann Vapata, 27, program coordinator for the Western Inter- 
state Commission for Higher Education, Boulder, Colo. 


Members of the President’s Commission on White 
House Fellows, in addition to Flemming are: 


Rosert ABPLANALP, president, Precision Valve Corporation. 
Patrick J. BucHANAN, Special Assistant to the President. 
W. Gtenn CampseLt, director, Hoover Institute for War and 
Peace, Stanford University. 
KENNETH R. Coxe, Jr., Deputy Assistant to the President for 
Domestic Affairs. 
ante L. Date, president and publisher, the Cincinnati Enquirer. 
opert H. Fincu, Secretary, Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. 
Mrs. Vera GLaser, correspondent, The Knight Newspapers. 
Mason Ww. Gross, chairman, higher education section, American 
Council on Education, New Jersey. 
-R. HALDeman, Assistant to the President. 
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Rosert E. Hampton, Chairman, Civil Service Commission. 

R. V. HANsBERGER, president and director, Boise Cascade 
Corporation. 

ALEXANDER HEarp, chancellor, Vanderbilt University. 

Miss Doris Kearns, assistant professor of government, Harvard 
University. 

Roy E. Lrevatven, chancellor, Oregon State System of Higher 
Education, Oregon. 


Hosson R. Reynotps, grand exalted ruler of the I.B.P.O.E.W., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Note: The President met with the White House Fellows for 
1970-71 at the White House on Monday, May 11. 


United States Trade Policy 


The President’s Letter to Chairman Wilbur D. Mills 
of the House Committee on Ways and Means Prior to 
Hearings on Proposed Legislation. May 11, 1970 


Dear Mr. Chairman: 


It is gratifying to me that you are today beginning hear- 
ings on trade legislation. The Administration welcomes the 
chance to testify on behalf of the trade bill which I sub- 
mitted last November, passage of which we believe to be 
necessary to provide a start in adjusting U.S. trade policy 
to meet the problems of the 1970s. These hearings will 
also be useful in giving all interested citizens a chance to 
explain their views on a subject which is of great economic 
and foreign policy significance for this country. 

I urge speedy enactment of the proposals which I have 
sent to the Congress. The proposals are modest in scope, 
but they provide needed flexibility for U.S. trade policy 
in a number of significant ways. They would: 


—Restore the authority needed by the President to 
make limited tariff reductions. This authority is not 
intended for major negotiations, but rather to permit 
minor adjustments, such as would be required to 
extend compensation to other countries hurt by 
U.S. escape clause actions—thereby avoiding retalia- 
tion against U.S. exports. 

—Recognize the very real plight of particular indus- 
tries, companies and workers faced with import 
competition, by providing for a readier escape clause 
and adjustment assistance relief where justified. 

—Eliminate the American Selling Price system of 
customs valuation, a major obstacle impeding 
progress toward the reduction of non-tariff barriers. 

—Strengthen the hand of the President in his efforts to 
ensure fair treatment for U.S. exports. 


Since I submitted this legislation to the Congress in 
November, there have been a number of developments 
which add to its urgency. I cite only the important deci- 
sions taken by the European Communities on the future 
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evolution of that great trading area, and the considera- 
tion by the Congress of new U.S. farm legislation, which 
would further increase the importance of our access to 
foreign markets. At a time of rapid movement in inter- 
national trade relations and patterns, the U.S. will find 
itself at a disadvantage unless we have the added flexibility 
which I have requested. 

Progress toward freer trade should continue. We must 
encourage it. Without the strong support of the United 
States, the world’s largest trader, this progress could falter. 
Passage of the legislation I have submitted will keep us 
headed in the right direction. 


For THE FuTURE 


The legislation proposed by the Administration repre- 
sents an interim step toward developing the flexible trade 
policies needed for the world of the 1970s. For the long 
range, it is important to reexamine our entire approach. 
Changes in production, trade and investment patterns, 
and the rapid progress in communications, transportation 
and technology impel us toward a basic reassessment of 
our trade policy. I have recently announced the appoint- 
ment of the chairman of my Commission on International 
Trade and Investment Policy, which will assist in this 
reexamination, and I will shortly announce its full mem- 
bership. The Commission is charged with examining the 
entire range of our trade and related policies, and of 
preparing recommendations for the next decade. 

We need more information regarding the competitive 
position of U.S. industries, So that we will have an ade- 
quate factual base, I am requesting that the Tariff Com- 
mission make a broad survey of the competitiveness of 
particular industries. I believe that such a broad study, 
which the Tariff Commission is best suited to conduct, 
will be of great assistance to us in our future policies and 
trade actions and in the work of my Commission on Inter- 
national Trade and Investment Policy. 

It is my intention to marshal the forces of the executive 
branch to expedite efficient adjustment to economic 
changes brought about by increased imports. I intend to 
activate the Trade Adjustment Assistance Advisory 
Board called for in the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 to 
lead a broad coordinated executive effort to make adjust- 
ment assistance more effective in opening opportunities 
for workers and firms. I also intend to request additional 
funds for adjustment assistance as they are needed. 

Certain aspects of our trading relations have been of 
particular concern in recent years. The decline in our 
trade surplus, from about $7 billion in 1964 to only $0.8 
billion in 1968, and $1.3 billion in 1969, stems from a 
variety of causes: the inflationary forces which have 
dominated our economy in the late sixties; the growing 
economic strength and technological progress of our trad- 
ing partners; the increase in agricultural self-sufficiency 
abroad; and the increasing demand of American con- 
sumers for goods made in other countries. As I men- 
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tioned in my balance of payments statement of April 
1969, it is appropriate to deal with fundamental problems 
by the use of fundamental remedies. One of the required 
fundamental remedies has been the reduction of inflation- 
ary pressures. With the steps we have taken to gain control 
of inflation, there has been some modest evidence of im- 
provement of our trading position. As our anti-inflationary 
policies continue, we expect a further improvement. At 
the same time, it is important to take vigorous steps to 
improve our exports. 

One of the most disquieting trade developments has 
come in the field of agricultural trade. Although there has 
been a general reduction in trade barriers in recent 
decades, there have been contrary trends in agricultural 
trade. In particular, high trade barriers in a number of 
countries, used to protect high domestic prices, have 
created difficulties for our agricultural exports, We have 
protested against these measures as each new barrier has 
been raised and have on occasion been reluctantly forced 
to threaten or to actually take retaliatory measures. 

During the past decade, there has been a major integra- 
tion of the economies of Western Europe. We see ahead 
the prospect of an enlargement of this community. We 
wish our friends in Europe well in their efforts toward 
economic and political unity and will watch their steps 
toward this end with sympathetic interest—remaining 
alert, however, to the need for respect for our commercial 
interests. We would expect, of course, that in the process 
of enlargement of the European Community, due regard 
will be given to the rights and interests of the United 
States and other third countries. 


IMPROVED Export PERFORMANCE 


For a number of reasons it is possible that American 
industry has been less export-minded than that of other 
major competing industrialized countries. Attractive 
alternatives to export sales development—in our very 
large domestic market for example, and in the alternative 
of direct foreign investment abroad for manufacture of 
products in locations closer to the foreign markets being 
served—have existed for American industries to a greater 
degree than for foreign companies. Furthermore, our tax 
laws tend to favor sales by foreign subsidiaries of U.S. 
corporations over exports from the United States. Admin- 
istration witnesses will submit a legislative proposal to 
improve the tax situation for income earned on exports. 

United States exports have increasingly shown a con- 
centration in capital goods and other technologically 
advanced products. It is customary in domestic as well as 
international trade in such items for the seller to provide 
credit on comparable conditions with those provided by 
his competitors. Important steps have been taken by the 
Export-Import Bank in the past year to make U.S. Gov- 
ernment export credit and guarantee programs as flexible 
and useful as possible to a wide range of American pro 
ducers. These steps include a complete revision of the 
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commercial bank discount program to encourage banks 
throughout the country to respond favorably to financing 
requests from exporters on a continuing basis, and initia- 
tion of an advance commitment procedure that has been 
most useful to buyers, suppliers and manufacturers. 

Significant steps also have been taken to assist U.S. 
engineering and contracting firms in achieving contract 
awards for major projects. Money sources from outside 
the United States have been attracted to finance Ameri- 
can exports as a result of the extension of the Export- 
Import Bank’s guarantee authority. Special attention has 
been given to small business and agriculture through 
modification of the export insurance operations and 
through specific program assistance. The American air- 
craft industry and nuclear power developments have been 
substantially aided through the actions of the Bank. The 
key aspect of the Export-Import Bank’s new look is 
greater cooperation and flexibility. Our exporters can 
look forward to continued expansion of Export-Import 
Bank activities. 

The export programs I have just described, when taken 
together with the stepped up trade promotion programs 
of the Department of Commerce and the opening up of 
foreign markets through the reduction in foreign tariffs 
and other obstacles to trade, provide strong incentives for 
American industry to export more. These programs take 
into account the advice received from all segments of 
American business, both large and small, as represented by 
the National Export Expansion Council, as well as other 
groups. The benefits of an increase in exports should be 
felt throughout our entire economy. One statistic alone 
makes this point very strongly: in 1969, about 2.7 million 
jobs were attributable to U.S. exports. 

As you begin hearings on this most important legisla- 
tion, I want to express my appreciation for your careful 
attention and my high hope for results that will greatly 
enhance the U.S. trade position. 

Sincerely, 
RIcHARD NIxon 
[The Honorable Wilbur D. Mills, Chairman, Committee on Ways 
and Means, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.] 


NoTE: As printed above, this item follows the text made available 
by the White House Press Office. It was not issued in the form of 
a White House press release. 


For the President’s message to the Congress on United States 
trade policy, see 5 Weekly Comp. Pres. Docs. p. 1617. 


Peace Corps National Advisory Council 


Announcement of Appointment of 21 Members to the 
Council. May 12, 1970 


The President today announced the appointment of 
1 members of the Peace Corps National Advisory Coun- 
cil. Under the leadership of Neil A. Armstrong, appointed 
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Chairman on December 3, 1969, the Council consults 
with and advises the President on policies to carry out the 
international service mission of the Peace Corps. 

The persons appointed are: 


CaroLine LEONETTI AHMANSON of Los Angeles, civic leader and 
widow of Howard Ahmanson, a financier. 

Cuartes L. BartLett of Washington, D.C., Chicago Sun-Times 
syndicated columnist. 

Manuec A. Carritto of Boulder, Colo., director of Mexican- 
American affairs at the University of Colorado. 

Jounny Casu of Hendersonville, Tenn., an entertainer. 

James E. Cueex of Washington, D.C., president of Howard Uni- 
versity. 

ARLAND E. Curist-JANER of Boston, president of Boston University. 

Brit Cossy of Beverly Hills, Calif., an entertainer. 

Davi Daw ey of Westminster, Mass., a Peace Corps veteran and 
a Chicago inner city organizer. 

Peter Drucker of Montclair, N.J., professor at New York Uni- 
versity, corporation consultant, and author. 

HELEN Epmonps of Durham, N.C., dean of the Graduate School of 
North Carolina Central University. 

Dace L. FoosuHeet of Garnett, Kans., a farmer and former county 
agricultural agent. 

Wi.uraM C. Lieprke, Jr., of Houston, Tex., president of Pennzoil 
United. 

Jon Linpsercu of Bainbridge Island, Wash., Chairman of the 
Washington State Oceanographic Commission. 

Caro.ine Lyncu of New York, a leader in youth group activities. 

WituiaM F. May of Chappaqua, N.Y., president of American Can 
Company. 

Wiiuram N. Moroan of Alliance, Ohio, recently retired dean of 
Mount Union College. 

ArTHUR NIELSEN, Jr., of Chicago, president of A. C. Nielson 
Company. 

S. Frank Partery of Bethesda, Md., president of the Painters and 
Allied Trades and a member of the AFL-CIO Executive 
Council. 

Janet H. Siepce of Chicago, IIl., a Peace Corps veteran and school 
teacher. 

ARLEN SPECTER of Philadelphia, district attorney of Philadelphia. 

WituiaM D. Toomey of Goleta, Calif., a teacher at Santa Barbara 
City College, and Olympic champion and world record holder 
in the decathlon. 


National Capital Housing Authority 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Authority’s Annual Report for Fiscal Year 1969. 
May 12, 1970 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Although confronted with the same financial problems 
during fiscal year 1969 that plagued public housing 
agencies throughout the nation, the National Capital 
Housing Authority continued its search for new ways to 
provide good housing for the low income residents of the 
District of Columbia. The Authority made progress in 
many areas toward increasing both the supply and the 
utility of public housing. Details of this progress are 
reported in the authority’s annual report, which I transmit 
herewith. 

The effort to provide a sound public housing program 
requires concerted cooperation and coordination among 
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all levels of government, private enterprise, and the com- 
munity. Under Mayor Washington’s leadership, I antici- 
pate that further important progress will be made toward 
achieving our goal of decent housing and effective com- 
munity services for all the residents of our Nation’s 
Capital. 
RICHARD NIxon 
The White House 
May 12, 1970 


NOTE: The report is entitled ‘Exploring New Directions” (Govern- 
ment Printing Office, 24 pp.). 


Securities and Exchange Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Hugh F. Owens To Continue as a Member. 
May 12, 1970 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Hugh F. Owens of Oklahoma City, Okla., to 
continue as a member of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission for a term of 5 years. 

Owens, 60, has served on the Commission since 
March 17, 1964. Previously, between 1959 and 1964, he 
was administrator of the Oklahoma Securities Commission 
and a member of the law faculty at the University of 
Oklahoma. Owens received his law degree from Okla- 
homa in 1934 following his graduation from the Univer- 
sity of Illinois in 1931. 

The five-member, bipartisan Securities and Exchange 
Commission was established in 1934 to administer the 
statutes and regulations which protect the public interest 
against malpractices in the securities markets. 


Interstate Commerce Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
George M. Stafford To Be Chairman of the 
Commission. May 13, 1970 


The President today announced his intention to. nomi- 
nate George M. Stafford of Washington, D.C., to be 
Chairman of the Interstate Commerce Commission. 
Stafford, a member of the Commission since April 19, 
1967, was designated Acting Chairman by the President 
on January 1, 1970. On that date the chairmanship, 
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formerly filled by annual elections within the Commission, 
became a Presidential appointment under the terms of 
Reorganization Plan No. 1 of 1969. 

Stafford, 55, is a native of Kansas. He was educated at 
Strickler Business College in Topeka. From 1939 to 1941 
he was Assistant Director of the Kansas State Sales Tay 
Division. During World War II, between 1942 and 1946, 
Stafford served as a captain in the U.S. Army. He became 
executive secretary to Governor Frank Carlson of Kansas 
in 1947 and accompanied Carlson to the United States 
Senate in 1950 as his administrative assistant, remaining 
in that post until his appointment to the ICC. 

Stafford is married to the former Lena Lamendola; 
they have three children. 


Disaster Assistance for Texas 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Use of Federal Funds for Relief 
Following Tornadoes in Northwest Texas. 

May 13, 1970 


The President today declared a major disaster for Texas 
and authorized the use of Federal funds to supplement 
State and local resources for relief measures in several 
northwest Texas counties affected by a series of tornadoes 
on April 17-18 and on May 11. 

Hardest hit was the city of Lubbock, which was hit by 
a massive tornado the night of May 11. The storm tore an 
8-mile swath through the city; preliminary reports indi- 
cate 26 deaths, more than 300 injuries, and extensive 
property damage. 

The Small Business Administration has declared the 
stricken areas disaster loan areas and is accepting appli- 
cations for long-term, low-interest loans to replace or 
repair homes, small businesses, and nonprofit institutions 
affected by the disaster. 


The Federal funds authorized by today’s declaration 
may be used for temporary housing, unemployment 
compensation for disaster victims, and relief and recovery 
work including debris removal from public and private 
property, restoration of publicly owned utilities, repair or 
replacement of streets, bridges, and other public facilities 
affected by the tornadoes. 

The Office of Emergency Preparedness regional staff in 
Denton, Tex., under Regional Director George Hastings, 
is administering the funds allocated for this disaster, and 
will direct Federal disaster relief measures in the area. 
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School Lunch and Child Nutrition 
Programs 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill To 
Expand and Improve the Programs. May 14, 1970 


The legislation that I am signing today, H.R. 515, 
amends and improves the National School Lunch Act 
and the Child Nutrition Act. This legislation will help 
the administration achieve its goal of expanding the 
school lunch program for all children and providing free 
or reduced-price lunches for every needy child. 


In the year which has passed since I sent to the Con- 
gress my message on this subject, the fight to eliminate 
hunger and malnutrition in America has come a long way. 
More than 9 million needy persons now participate in 
government food programs—an increase of 30 percent 
over last May. Participation in the food stamp program 
has increased by 55 percent. Significant reforms in that 
program include a new schedule of payments and bonuses 
so that all participating families can receive enough food 
stamps to purchase an economy level diet. The program 
has also been expanded in a geographic sense, for while 
there were 440 counties with no family food assistance 
plans a year ago, there are now only 73. 


At the same time that these reforms have gone into 
effect, the Office of Economic Opportunity has expanded 
the food portion of its Emergency Food and Medical Serv- 
ices program from $17 million to $48.8 million. A new 
Food and Nutrition Service has been established in the 
Department of Agriculture to administer Federal food 
programs. The White House Conference on Food, Nutri- 
tion, and Health was held in December and many of its 
recommendations have already been implemented. 

The child nutrition programs which this legislation 
affects have also been growing in the past year, and, to- 
gether with our other efforts, provide the legislative frame- 
work to meet the balanced nutritional requirements of our 
needy children. More than 20 million children now par- 
Ucipate in the national school lunch program at an 
average price to each student of 30¢ per meal. Of these 
children, 4.8 million are needy students who receive 
lunches entirely without cost or at a substantially reduced 
price. This figure represents a 40 percent increase in the 
last year—and the number of participants should continue 
to grow in the months ahead. 

The child nutrition programs—school lunch, school 
breakfast, and food programs in day care centers and 
Summer camps—can have an important impact on the 

¢ of those who participate in them. Because the student 
Who is well fed is more attentive and learns better, im- 
Proved nutrition can help children break out of the cycle 
of poverty, 

The legislation I am signing will do much to improve 
these programs. Local school boards will have more 
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flexibility in budgeting under this legislation, since Federal 
funds can be appropriated a year in advance and since 
funds can be shifted from one program to another. H.R. 
515 also provides for a modest level of matching funds to 
come from State revenues. In addition, it will assure that 
every child from a family whose income falls below the 
poverty line will get a free or reduced-price lunch. 

The child nutrition programs are cooperative programs 
which are run by State and local governments, with 
Federal support. This legislation represents an important 
Federal effort to improve these programs. I hope that 
State and local governments will also do all they can to 
move forward in this critical area. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 515) is Public Law 91-2-+48. 


Medal of Honor 


The President’s Remarks Upon Presenting the Award 
to 12 Members of the Armed Services in a White House 
Ceremony. May 14, 1970 


Ladies and gentlemen: 


I am very honored to welcome this group here in the 
East Room of the White House this morning, and par- 
ticularly because this is one of those occasions that is one of 
the really mountaintop experiences for a President of the 
United States. 

The Medal of Honor has been described many times, 
and there are no words that can add to the grandeur of 
that medal, what it means to those who receive it. 

I will simply say today that as we think of this great 
country of ours—particularly in this room, where we see 
the pictures of President Washington and Martha Wash- 
ington, who, incidentally, were the only First Family who 
never lived in this house; it wasn’t built until after their 
term—as we think of the beginning of this country 190 
years ago, we think of it as the land of the free. We should 
all be reminded that it could not be the land of the free 
if it were not also the home of the brave. 

Today we honor the brave men, the men who, far be- 
yond the call of duty, served their country magnificently 
in a war very far away, in a war which is one, many times, 
not understood and not supported by some in this country. 

I simply want to say to those who receive the medal and 
to those who are your families, that there are millions of 
your countrymen who today honor you as I have the 
privilege of representing them by presenting this medal 
to you. 

I believe also as I stand here, that as time goes on, mil- 
lions more of your countrymen will look back at the ex- 
perience that you have participated in and they will reach 
the conclusion that you served the cause of the land of the 
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free by being brave, brave far beyond the call of duty; so 
brave that you received the very highest award that this 
Nation can provide. 


We will now go forward with the ceremony, and I un- 
derstand, incidentally, that as I present the awards, we 
will move to each recipient and after I present the award 
to them, I am going to turn around for a family picture 
with each of them, so if you will all sort of stay in place 
until we get the pictures taken. 


Secretary Beal of the Army will read the citations. 


[At this point, Under Secretary of the Army Thaddeus R. Beal, 
Secretary of the Navy John H. Chafee, and Secretary of the Air 
Force Robert C. Seamans, Jr., read the citations for awards to 
members of their respective services. The texts of the citations 
follow:] 


The President of the United States of America, au- 
thorized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded 
in the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor to 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL CHARLES C. ROGERS 
UNITED STATES ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 
Lieutenant Colonel Charles C. Rogers, Field Artillery, 
distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and in- 
trepidity in action on 1 November 1968, while serving as 
Commanding Officer, Ist Battalion, 5th Artillery, Ist 
Infantry Division during the defense of a forward fire 
support base in the Republic of Vietnam, In the early 
morning hours, the fire support base was subjected to a 
concentrated bombardment of heavy mortar, rocket and 
rocket propelled grenade fire. Simultaneously the posi- 
tion was struck by a human wave ground assault, led by 
sappers who breached the defensive barriers with banga- 
lore torpedoes and penetrated the defensive perimeter. 
Colonel Rogers with complete disregard for his own safety 
moved through the hail of fragments from bursting enemy 
rounds to the embattled area. He aggressively rallied the 
dazed artillery crewmen to man their howitzers and he 
directed their fire on the assaulting enemy. Although 
knocked to the ground and wounded by an exploding 
round, Colonel Rogers sprang to his feet and led a small 
counterattack force against an enemy element that had 
penetrated the howitzer positions. Although painfully 
wounded a second time during the assault, Colonel 
Rogers pressed the attack killing several of the enemy 
and driving the remainder from the positions. Refusing 
medical treatment, Colonel Rogers reestablished and 
reinforced the defensive positions. As a second human 
wave attack was launched against another sector of the 
perimeter, Colonel Rogers directed artillery fire on the 
assaulting enemy and led a second counterattack against 
the charging forces. His valorous example rallied the 
beleaguered defenders to repulse and defeat the enemy 
onslaught. Colonel Rogers moved from position to posi- 
tion through the heavy enemy fire, giving encouragement 
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and direction to his men. At dawn the determined enemy 
launched a third assault against the fire base in an at- 
tempt to overrun the position. Colonel Rogers moved to 
the threatened area and directed lethal fire on the enemy 
forces. Seeing a howitzer inoperative due to casualties, 
Colonel Rogers joined the surviving members of the crew 
to return the howitzer to action. While directing the posi- 
tion defense, Colonel Rogers was seriously wounded by 
fragments from a heavy mortar round which exploded 
on the parapet of the gun position. Although too severely 
wounded to physically lead the defenders, Colonel Rogers 
continued to give encouragement and direction to his 
men in the defeating and repelling of the enemy attack. 
Colonel Rogers’ dauntless courage and heroism inspired 
the defenders of the fire support base to the heights of 
valor to defeat a determined and numerically superior 
enemy force. His relentless spirit of aggressiveness, con- 
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk 
of his own life above and beyond the call of duty are in 
the highest traditions of the military service and reflect 
great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States 
Army. 
RicuHarp Nixon 


The President of the United States of America, au- 
thorized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded 
in the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor to 


CapTAIN PauL W. BucHa 
UnitTep STATES ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 
Captain Bucha distinguished himself during the period 
16-19 March 1968 while serving as Commanding 
Officer, Company D, 3d Battalion (Airborne), 187th 
Infantry, 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne Division on a recon- 
naissance-in-force mission against enemy forces near 
Phuoc Vinh, in Binh Duong Province, Republic of 
Vietnam. The company was inserted by helicopter into 
the suspected enemy stronghold to locate and destroy the 
enemy. During this period Captain Bucha aggressively 
and courageously led his men in the destruction of enemy 
fortifications and base areas and eliminated scattered 
resistance impeding the advance of the company. On 
18 March while advancing to contact, the lead elements 
of the company became engaged by the heavy automatic 
weapon, heavy machine gun, rocket propelled grenade, 
Claymore mine and small arms fire of an estimated bat- 
talion-size force. Captain Bucha, with complete disregard 
for his own safety, moved to the threatened area to direct 
the defense and ordered reinforcements to the aid of the 
lead element. Seeing that his men were pinned down by 
heavy machine gun fire from a concealed bunker located 
some forty meters to the front of the positions, Captain 
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Bucha crawled through the hail of fire to single-handedly 
destroy the bunker with grenades. During this heroic 
action Captain Bucha received a painful shrapnel wound. 
Returning to the perimeter, he observed that his unit 
could not hold its positions and repel the human wave 
assaults launched by the determined enemy. Captain 
Bucha ordered the withdrawal of the unit elements and 
covered the withdrawal to positions of a company perim- 
eter from which he could direct fires upon the charging 
enemy. When one friendly element retrieving casualties 
was ambushed and cut off from the perimeter, Captain 
Bucha ordered them to feign death and he directed artil- 
lery fires around them. During the night Captain Bucha 
moved throughout the position, distributing ammunition, 
providing encouragement and insuring the integrity of 
the defense. He directed artillery, helicopter gunship and 
Air Force gunship fires on the enemy strong points and 
attacking forces, marking the positions with smoke gre- 
nades. Using flashlights in complete view of enemy 
snipers, he directed the medical evacuation of three air- 
ambulance loads of seriously wounded personnel and the 
helicopter supply of his company. At daybreak Captain 
Bucha led a rescue party to recover the dead and 
wounded members of the ambushed element. During the 
period of intensive combat, Captain Bucha, by his ex- 
traordinary heroism, inspirational example, outstanding 
leadership and professional competence, led his company 
in the decimation of a superior enemy force which left 
one hundred and fifty-six dead on the battlefield. By his 
conspicuous gallantry at the risk of his own life in the 
highest traditions of the military service, Captain Bucha 
has reflected great credit on himself, his unit, and the 
United States Army. 


RicHarp NIxon 


The President of the United States of America, 
authorized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has 
awarded in the name of The Congress the Medal of 
Honor to 

CapTAIN Ronacp E. Ray 
Unitep States ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 
Captain Ronald E. Ray, (then First Lieutenant), In- 
fantry, distinguished himself on 19 June 1966 while serv- 
Ing as a platoon leader with Company A, 2d Battalion, 
35th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division in the Ia Drang 
Valley, Republic of Vietnam. When one of his ambush 
patrols was attacked by an estimated reinforced Viet Cong 
company, Captain Ray organized a reaction force and 
quickly moved through 2 kilometers of mountainous jungle 
terrain to the contact area. After breaking through the 
hostile lines to reach the beleaguered patrol, Captain Ray 
directing the reinforcement of the site. When an 
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enemy position pinned down three of his men with a heavy 
volume of automatic weapons fire, he silenced the em- 
placement with a grenade and killed four Viet Cong with 
his rifle fire. As medics were moving a casualty toward a 
sheltered position, they began receiving intense hostile fire. 
While directing suppressive fire on the enemy position, 
Captain Ray moved close enough to silence the enemy 
with a grenade. A few moments later Captain Ray saw 
an enemy grenade land, unnoticed, near two of his men. 
Without hesitation or regard for his own safety he 
dove between the grenade and the men, thus shield- 
ing them from the explosion while receiving wounds 
in his exposed feet and legs. He immediately sus- 
tained additional wounds in his legs from an enemy 
machine gun, but nevertheless he silenced the emplace- 
ment with another grenade. Although suffering great pain 
from his wounds, Captain Ray continued to direct his 
men, providing the outstanding courage and leadership 
they vitally needed, and prevented their annihilation by 
successfully leading them from their surrounded position. 
Only after assuring that his platoon was no longer in im- 
mediate danger did he allow himself to be evacuated for 
medical treatment. By his conspicuous gallantry at the 
risk of his own life in the highest traditions of the military 
service, Captain Ray has reflected great credit on himself, 
his unit and the United States Army. 


RicHarp Nixon 


The President of the United States of America, 
authorized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has 
awarded in the name of The Congress the Medal of 
Honor to 

SERGEANT ALLEN J. LYNCH 
Unitep States ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 
Sergeant Allen J. Lynch, (then Specialist Four), dis- 
tinguished himself on 15 December 1967 while serving as 
a radiotelephone operator with Company D, 1st Battalion 
(Airmobile), 12th Cavalry, Ist Cavalry Division (Air- 
mobile), in Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam. 
While serving in the forward element on an operation 
near the village of My An (2), his unit became heavily 
engaged with a numerically superior enemy force. Quickly 
and accurately assessing the situation, Sergeant Lynch 
provided his commander with information which sub- 
sequently proved essential to the unit’s successful actions. 
Observing three wounded comrades lying exposed to 
enemy fire, Sergeant Lynch dashed across fifty meters of 
open ground through a withering hail of enemy fire to 
administer aid. Reconnoitering a nearby trench for a 
covered position to protect the wounded from intense 
hostile fire, he killed two enemy soldiers at point blank 
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range. With the trench cleared, he unhesitatingly returned 
to the fire swept area three times to carry the wounded 
men to safety. When his company was forced to withdraw 
by the superior firepower of the enemy, Sergeant Lynch 
remained to aid his comrades at the risk of his own life 
rather than abandon them. Alone, he defended his isolated 
position for two hours against the advancing enemy. Using 
only his rifle and a grenade, he stopped them just short of 
his trench, killing five. Again, disregarding his own safety 
in the face of withering hostile fire, he crossed seventy 
meters of exposed terrain five times to carry his wounded 
comrades to a more secure area. Once he had assured their 
comfort and safety, Sergeant Lynch located the counter- 
attacking friendly company to assist in directing the attack 
and evacuating the three casualties. By his conspicuous 
gallantry at the risk of his own life in the highest tradi- 
tions of the military service, Sergeant Lynch has reflected 
great credit on himself, the 12th Cavalry and the United 
States Army. 


RicHarp Nixon 


The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor to 


SPECIALIST Four FRANK A. HERDA 
UNITED STATES ARMY 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 
Specialist Four Frank A. Herda, (then Private First 
Class), distinguished himself on 29 June 1968 while 
serving as grenadier with Company A, Ist Battalion (Air- 
borne) , 506th Infantry, 101st Airborne Division (Airmo- 
bile) near Trang Bang, Republic of Vietnam. Company 
A was part of a battalion-size night defensive perimeter 
when a large enemy force initiated an attack on the 
friendly units. While other enemy elements provided di- 
versionary fire and indirect weapons fire to the west, a sap- 
per force of approximately thirty men armed with hand 
grenades and small charges attacked Company A’s pe- 
rimeter from the east. As the sappers were making a last, 
violent assault, five of them charged the position defended 
by Specialist Herda and two comrades, one of whom was 
wounded and lay helpless in the bottom of the foxhole. 
Specialist Herda fired at the aggressors until they were 
within ten feet of his position and one of their grenades 
landed in the foxhole. He fired one last round from his 
grenade launcher, hitting one of the enemy soldiers in the 
head, and then, with no concern for his own safety, Spe- 
cialist Herda immediately covered the blast of the grenade 
with his body. The explosion wounded him grievously, 
but his selfless action prevented his two comrades from 
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being seriously injured or killed and enabled the remain. 
ing defender to kill the other sappers. By his conspicuous 
gallantry at the risk of his own life in the highest traditions 
of the military service, Specialist Herda has reflected great 
credit on himself, his unit and the United States Army. 


RicHarp Nixon 


The President of the United States in the name of the 
Congress takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL or 
Honor to 


Major M. SANnpo VarGas, Jr. 
UNITED STATES MARINE Corps 


for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION: 


For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving 
as Commanding Officer, Company G, Second Battalion, 
Fourth Marines, Ninth Marine Amphibious Brigade in 
action against enemy forces in the Republic of Vietnam 
from 30 April to 2 May 1968. On 1 May 1968, though 
suffering from wounds he had incurred while relocating 
his unit under heavy enemy fire the preceding day, Major 
(then Captain) Vargas combined Company G with two 
other companies and led his men in an attack on the for- 
tified village of Dai Do. Exercising expert leadership, he 
maneuvered his marines across 700 meters of open rice 
paddy while under intense enemy mortar, rocket and artil- 
lery fire and obtained a foothold in two hedgerows on the 
enemy perimeter, only to have elements of his company 
become pinned down by the intense enemy fire. Leading 
his reserve platoon to the aid of his beleaguered men, 
Major Vargas inspired his men to renew their relentless 
advance, while destroying a number of enemy bunkers. 
Again wounded by grenade fragments, he refused aid as 
he moved about the hazardous area reorganizing his unit 
into a strong defense perimeter at the edge of the village. 
Shortly after the objective was secured, the enemy com- 
menced a series of counterattacks and probes which lasted 
throughout the night but were unsuccessful as the gallant 
defenders of Company G stood firm in their hard-won en- 
clave. Reinforced the following morning, the marines 
launched a renewed assault through Dai Do on the village 
of Dinh To, to which the enemy retaliated with a massive 
counterattack resulting in hand-to-hand combat. Major 
Vargas remained in the open, encouraging and rendering 
assistance to his mariues when he was hit for the third time 
in the three day battle. Observing his battalion com- 
mander sustain a serious wound, he disregarded his re! 
cruciating pain, crossed the fire-swept area and carried 


his commander to a covered position, then resumed su- 


pervising and encouraging his men while simultaneously 
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assisting in organizing the battalion’s perimeter defense. 
His gallant actions uphold the highest traditions of the 
Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service. 


RicHarp Nixon 


The President of the United States in the name of The 
Congress takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL oF 
Honor to 


CapTAIN JAMEs E. Livincston 
UniTep STATES Marine Corps 


for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION : 


For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while serving as Commanding Officer, Company E, Sec- 
ond Battalion, Fourth Marines, Ninth Marine Amphibi- 
ous Brigade in action against enemy forces in the Republic 
of Vietnam. On 2 May 1968, Company E launched a 
determined assault on the heavily fortified village of Dai 
Do, which had been seized by the enemy on the preceding 
evening isolating a marine company from the remainder 
of the battalion. Skillfully employing screening agents, 
Captain Livingston maneuvered his men to assault posi- 
tions across 500 meters of dangerous open rice paddy while 
under intense enemy fire. Ignoring hostile rounds impact- 
ing near him, he fearlessly led his men in a savage assault 
against enemy emplacements within the village. While 
adjusting supporting arms fire, Captain Livingston moved 
to the points of heaviest resistance, shouting words of 
encouragement to his marines, directing their fire, and 
spurring the dwindling momentum of the attack on re- 
peated occasions. Although twice painfully wounded by 
grenade fragments, he refused medical treatment and 
courageously led his men in the destruction of over 100 
mutually supporting bunkers, driving the remaining 
enemy from their positions, and relieving the pressure on 
the stranded marine company. As the two companies 
consolidated positions and evacuated casualties, a third 
company passed through the friendly lines launching an 
assault on the adjacent village of Dinh To, only to be 
halted by a furious counterattack of an enemy battalion. 
Swiftly assessing the situation and disregarding the heavy 
Volume of enemy fire, Captain Livingston boldly maneu- 
vered the remaining effective men of his company for- 
ward, joined forces with the heavily engaged marines, and 
halted the enemy’s counterattack. Wounded a third time 
and unable to walk, he steadfastly remained in the 
dangerously exposed area, deploying his men to more 
fay positions and supervising the evacuation of 
= , ~ sad when assured of the safety of his men did 
Peg a to be evacuated. Captain Livingston’s 
ral ra lons_ uphold the highest traditions | of the 

rps and the United States Naval Service. 


RicHaArp Nixon 
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The President of the United States in the name of The 


Congress takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL OF 
Honor to 


LIEUTENANT COMMANDER THOMAS G. KELLEY 
Unirep States NAvy 


for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION: 


For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
on the afternoon of 15 June 1969 while serving as Com- 
mander River Assault Division 152 during combat opera- 
tions against enemy aggressor forces in the Republic of 
Vietnam. Lieutenant Commander (then Lieutenant) 
Kelley was in charge of a column of eight river assault 
craft which were extracting one company of United States 
Army infantry troops on the east bank of the Ong Muong 
Canal in Kien Hoa Province, when one of the armored 
troop carriers reported a mechanical failure of a loading 
ramp. At approximately the same time, Viet Cong forces 
opened fire from the opposite bank of the canal. After 
issuing orders for the crippled troop carrier to raise its 
ramp manually, and for the remaining boats to form a 
protective cordon around the disabled craft, Lieutenant 
Commander Kelley, realizing the extreme danger to his 
column and its inability to clear the ambush site until 
the crippled unit was repaired, boldly maneuvered the 
monitor in which he was embarked to the exposed side 
of the protective cordon in direct line with the enemy’s 
fire, and ordered the monitor to commence firing. Sud- 
denly, an enemy rocket scored a direct hit on the cox- 
swain’s flat, the shell penetrating the thick armor plate, 
and the explosion spraying shrapnel in all directions. 
Sustaining serious head wounds from the blast, which 
hurled him to the deck of the monitor, Lieutenant Com- 
mander Kelley disregarded his severe injuries and at- 
tempted to continue directing the other boats. Although 
unable to move from the deck or to speak clearly into the 
radio, he succeeded in relaying his commands through 
one of his men until the enemy attack was silenced and 
the boats were able to move to an area of safety. Lieu- 
tenant Commander Kelley’s brillant leadership, bold ini- 
tiative, and resolute determination served to inspire his 
men and provided the impetus needed to carry out the 
mission after he was medically evacuated by helicopter. 
His extraordinary courage under fire, and his selfless devo- 
tion to duty sustain and enhance the finest traditions of 
the United States Naval Service. 


Ricuarp Nixon 
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The President of the United States in the name of The 
Congress takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL OF 
Honor to 


LIEUTENANT (JUNIoR GRADE) JosEPH R. KERREY 
UnirTep States NAVAL RESERVE 


for service as set forth in the following citation: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty on 14 March 
1969 while serving as a SEAL Team Leader during action 
against enemy aggressor (Viet Cong) forces in the Re- 
public of Vietnam. Acting in response to reliable intelli- 
gence, Lieutenant (jg) Kerrey led his SEAL Team on a 
mission to capture important members of the enemy’s area 
political cadre known to be located on an island in the bay 
of Nha Trang. In order to surprise the enemy, he and his 
team scaled a 350-foot sheer cliff to place themselves above 
the ledge on which the enemy was located. Splitting his 
team in two elements and coordinating both, Lieutenant 
(jg) Kerrey led his men in the treacherous downward 
descent to the enemy’s camp. Just as they neared the end 
of their descent, intense enemy fire was directed at them, 
and Lieutenant (jg) Kerrey received massive injuries 
from a grenade which exploded at his feet and threw him 
backward onto the jagged rocks. Although bleeding pro- 
fusely and suffering great pain, he displayed outstanding 
courage and presence of mind in immediately directing 
his element’s fire into the heart of the enemy camp. 
Utilizing his radioman, Lieutenant (jg) Kerrey called in 
the second element’s fire support which caught the con- 
fused Viet Cong in a devastating cross fire. After success- 
fully suppressing the enemy’s fire, and although immobil- 
ized by his multiple wounds, he continued to maintain 
calm, superlative control as he ordered his team to secure 
and defend an extraction site. Lieutenant (jg) Kerrey res- 
olutely directed his men, despite his near-unconscious state, 
until he was eventually evacuated by helicopter. The 
havoc brought to the enemy by this very successful mis- 
sion cannot be overestimated. The enemy who were cap- 
tured provided critical intelligence to the allied effort. 
Lieutenant (jg) Kerrey’s courageous and inspiring leader- 
ship, valiant fighting spirit, and tenacious devotion to duty 
in the face of almost overwhelming opposition, sustain 
and enhance the finest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service. 

RicHarp Nixon 





The President of the United States in the name of The 
Congress takes pleasure in presenting the MEDAL OF 
Honor to 

Dona.p E. BALLARD 
HosprraL CorpsMAN THirD CLAss 
Unrrep States Navy 


for service as set forth in the following 
CIrraTION : 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
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of his life above and beyond the call of duty on 16 May 
1968 while serving as a Corpsman with Company “M”, 
Third Battalion, Fourth Marines, Third Marine Division 
in connection with operations against enemy aggressor 
forces in the Republic of Vietnam. During the afternoon 
hours, Company “M” was moving to join the remainder 
of the Third Battalion in Quang Tri Province. After treat- 
ing and evacuating two heat casualties, Petty Officer Bal- 
lard was returning to his platoon from the evacuation 
landing zone when the company was ambushed by a North 
Vietnamese Army unit employing automatic weapons and 
mortars, and sustained numerous casualties. Observing a 
wounded Marine, Petty Officer Ballard unhesitatingly 
moved across the fire-swept terrain to the injured man and 
swiftly rendered medical assistance to his comrade. Petty 
Officer Ballard then directed four Marines to carry the 
casualty to a position of relative safety. As the four men 
prepared to move the wounded Marine, an enemy soldier 
suddenly left his concealed position and, after hurling a 
hand grenade which landed near the casualty, commenced 
firing upon the small group of men. Instantly shouting a 
warning to the Marines, Petty Officer Ballard fearlessly 
threw himself upon the lethal explosive device to protect 
his comrades from the deadly blast. When the grenade 
failed to detonate, he calmly arose from his dangerous 
position and resolutely continued his determined efforts 
in treating other Marine casualties. Petty Officer Ballard’s 
heroic actions and selfless concern for the welfare of his 
companions served to inspire all who observed him and 
prevented possible injury or death to his fellow Marines. 
His courage, daring initiative, and unwavering devotion to 
duty in the face of extreme personal danger, sustain and 
enhance the finest traditions of the United States Naval 
Service. 


RicHArpD Nixon 


The President of the United States of America, | 


authorized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has 
awarded in the name of The Congress, the Medal of 
Honor to 


CapTAIN JAMES P. FLEMING 
UniTeEp STATEs AIR Force 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 

On 26 November 1968, Captain Fleming (then First 
Lieutenant) distinguished himself as the Aircraft Com- 
mander of a UH-1F Transport Helicopter near Duc Co, 
Republic of Vietnam. On that date, Captain Fleming 
went to the aid of a six-man Special Forces Long Rangt 
Reconnaissance Patrol that was in danger of being over 
run by a large, heavily armed hostile force. Despite the 
knowledge that one helicopter had been downed by 
tense hostile fire, Captain Fleming descended, and 
balanced his helicopter on a river bank with the tal 
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boom hanging over open water. The patrol could not 
penetrate to the landing site and he was forced to with- 
draw. Dangerously low on fuel, Captain Fleming repeated 
his original landing maneuver. Disregarding his own 
safety, he remained in this exposed position. Hostile fire 
crashed through his windscreen as the patrol boarded his 
helicopter. Captain Fleming made a successful takeoff 
through a barrage of hostile fire and recovered safely at 
a forward base. Captain Fleming’s conspicuous gallantry, 
his profound concern for his fellowmen, and his intrepidity 
at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United 
States Air Force and reflect great credit upon himself and 
the Armed Forces of his Country. 
RicHarp NIxon 


The President of the United States of America, author- 
ized by Act of Congress, March 3, 1863, has awarded in 
the name of The Congress the Medal of Honor to 


SERGEANT JOHN L. Levirow 
Unirep STATES Arr Force 


for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 

Sergeant John L. Levitow, (then Airman First Class), 
United States Air Force, distinguished himself by excep- 
tional heroism on 24 February 1969, while assigned as a 
loadmaster aboard an AC-47 aircraft flying a night mis- 
sion in support of Long Binh Army Post, Republic of Viet- 
nam. On that date, Sergeant Levitow’s aircraft was struck 
by a hostile mortar round. The resulting explosion ripped 
a hole two feet in diameter through the wing and frag- 
ments made over 3,500 holes in the fuselage. All occupants 
of the cargo compartment were wounded and helplessly 
slammed against the floor and fuselage. The explosion tore 
an activated flare from the grasp of a crewmember who 
had been launching flares to provide illumination for 
Amy ground troops engaged in combat. Sergeant Levi- 
tow, though stunned by the concussion of the blast and 
suffering from over forty fragment wounds in the back 
and legs, staggered to his feet and turned to assist the man 
nearest to him who had been knocked down and was bleed- 
ing heavily. As he was moving his wounded comrade for- 
ward and away from the opened cargo compartment door, 
he saw the smoking flare ahead of him in the aisle. Realiz- 
ing the danger involved and completely disregarding his 
own wounds, Sergeant Levitow started toward the burn- 
ing flare. The aircraft was partially out of control and the 
flare was rolling wildly from side to side. Sergeant Levi- 
‘ow struggled forward despite the loss of blood from his 
many wounds and the partial loss of feeling in his right 
leg. Unable to grasp the rolling flare with his hands, he 
threw himself bodily upon the burning flare. Hugging the 
deadly device to his body, he dragged himself back to the 
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rear of the aircraft and hurled the flare through the open 
cargo door. At that instant the flare separated and ignited 
in the air, but clear of the aircraft. Sergeant Levitow, by 
his selfless and heroic actions, saved the aircraft and its 
entire crew from certain death and destruction. Sergeant 
Levitow’s conspicuous gallantry, his profound concern for 
his fellowmen, and his intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty, are in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Air Force and re- 
flect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of 
his country. 
RicHarp Nixon 


THe PRESIDENT. Thank 


Secretary. 


you very much, Mr. 


As we conclude this ceremony, I can only say that I 
hope that those of us who have the responsibilities in 
Government here can work as effectively, as coura- 
geously in the cause of a just and lasting peace as you 
have served this country in war. 

At the conclusion of these ceremonies in the East 
Room we always like to invite our guests to make this 
your home, because this belongs to the whole country. 
Down in the State Dining Room we have some refresh- 
ments that you might enjoy, some coffee, tea, pasteries, 
and so forth. 

Mrs. Nixon, unfortunately, today is attending a 
luncheon at the Congress which traditionally is given 
for the First Lady, but my daughter, Julie Eisenhower, 
will be your hostess, and I know she will very much en- 
joy welcoming all of you, and particularly seeing all of 
these young children who are here. 

Again, we are very proud to have you in this house. 
It will always belong to you, and very especially belong 
to you in our hearts. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 


Water Pollution Control Advisory 
Board, Department of the Interior 


Announcement of Appointment of Three Members 
to the Board. May 15, 1970 


The President today announced the appointment of 
three members to the Water Pollution Control Advisory 
Board in the Department of the Interior. The Board con- 
sults with and advises the Secretary of the Interior in re- 
gard to his policymaking responsibilities under the Water 
Pollution Control Act. In addition to the Secretary of the 
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Interior, who chairs the Board, members include the 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare and nine 
Presidential appointees. 
The persons appointed today are: 
WiuraM D. Farr of Greeley, Colo., to succeed Edward P. Morgan. 
Farr, 59, operates a cattle-feeding business in Greeley. He is 
a graduate of Iowa State University. He is the 1970-71 presi- 


dent of the American National Cattlemen’s Association, and 
the chairman of the Greeley Water Board. 


Ray W. Fercuson of Ontario, Calif., to succeed Stephen E. Reyn- 
olds. Ferguson, 49, has been a director of the Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California, the largest of its kind 
in the United States, since 1963. He also serves on the Cali- 
fornia Water Commission and acts as a technical adviser to 
the Colorado River Board. 


Louise C. Rome of River Forest, IIl., to succeed Walter J. Lapp. 
Mrs. Rome, 52, holds a bachelor of science degree in public 
health nursing from New York University. Several years ago 
she became active in water pollution control efforts with the 
League of Women Voters in River Forest, and she now serves 
as State water resources chairman for the Illinois League of 
Women Voters. She is also a member of the Joint Technical 
Advisory Committee on Ordinances proposed by the Metro- 
politan Sanitary District of Greater Chicago, a director of the 
Lake Michigan Inter-League Group, and a speaker and writer 
on water quality issues. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 
printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior 
to receipt of the White House press release. 


Interstate Commission on 
the Potomac River Basin 


Announcement of Appointment of Eugene T. Jensen. 


May 15, 1970 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Eugene T. Jensen of Charlottesville, Va., as a member of 
the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin. 
He replaces Teno Roncalio, who resigned in January 
1965. 

Jensen, 49, became Assistant Commissioner for Opera- 
tions of the Federal Water Pollution Control Admin- 
istration in March of this year. Previously, he was regional 
director of the Middle Atlantic region for the FWPCA, 
overseeing the Administration’s activities in the five-State 
region which includes the Potomac River Basin. Jensen 
received his civil engineering degree from Colorado State 
University in 1949 and earned a master’s in public health 
at the University of Michigan in 1960. He has been in- 
volved in sanitary engineering and water pollution control 
work for the Federal Government since 1952. 

The Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin 
was established in 1940 for the purpose of controlling 
water pollution in the Basin through research efforts, pub- 
lic information campaigns, and cooperative standards 
and enforcement on the part of member States. The Com- 
mission consists of three members each from Pennsylva- 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENT; 


nia, Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, and the District 
of Columbia, and three members appointed by the 
President. 

NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 


printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior 
to receipt of the White House press release. 


United States Ambassador to the 
Republic of South Africa 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


John G. Hurd of Texas. May 16, 1970 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate John G. Hurd of Laredo, Tex., as Ambassador to 
the Republic of South Africa. Ambassador William M. 
Rountree, who has served in this post since October 20, 
1965, is resigning. 

Hurd, 55, is a native of Sacramento, Calif. Since 1946 
he has been a partner in the Laredo oil, cattle, and invest- 
ment firm of Killam and Hurd Ltd. 

Hurd earned his bachelor of arts and his law degree 
at Harvard. Following his graduation in 1937, he joined 
the law firm of Pillsbury, Madison and Sutro in San Fran- 
cisco. From 1939 to 1941 he held various positions as an 
attorney with Standard Oil Company of California. In 
1941, Hurd became an officer in the U.S. Navy, serving 
with naval intelligence and later with the antisubmarine 
forces of the Atlantic Fleet until his release from active 
duty in 1946. At that time he joined Killam and Hurd. 

Hurd is married to the former Nancy Smith; they have 
three daughters and a son. 

NOTE: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 


printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior 
to receipt of the White House press release. 


Interstate Commerce Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate W. Donald 
Brewer To Bea Member. May 16, 1970 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate W. Donald Brewer of Denver, Colo., to be a mem- 
ber of the Interstate Commerce Commission. He would 
replace Paul J. Tierney. 

Brewer, 58, has been Deputy Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration since October 2, 1969, 
having assumed the position on an acting basis in August 
1969. From April through August 1969, Brewer was 
Federal Cochairman of the Four Corners Regional Com- 
mission, which promotes economic growth in Arizona, 
New Mexico, Colorado, and Utah. 

Earlier, Brewer served 29 years with the U.S. Post 
Office, beginning as a rural carrier in 1933 and advanang 
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to director of the five-State Denver region before entering 
private business in 1961. From 1961 to 1963, Brewer was 
executive assistant to the president of Western Bancor- 
poration. He was president of the O.K. Tire and Rubber 
Company of Littleton, Colo., from 1963 to 1968. 

Brewer is married to the former Lena Catherine Hick- 
erson; they have one son. 
note: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 


printed above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior 
to receipt of the White House press release. 


Special Representative of the 
United States for Inter-Oceanic 
Canal Negotiations 


Announcement of Designation of Daniel W. Hofgren. 


May 16, 1970 


The President today announced ‘the designation of 
Daniel W. Hofgren of New York City as Special Repre- 
sentative of the United States for Inter-Oceanic Canal 
Negotiations, with the personal rank of Ambassador. He 
succeeds John N. Irwin II, who resigned on April 21, 
1968. 


The Inter-Oceanic Canal negotiations between the 
United States and Panama were undertaken in 1964 for 
the purpose of reaching new agreements regarding the 
Panama Canal, to replace the original 1903 treaty. 
Robert B. Anderson, former Secretary of the Treasury, 
has headed the United States negotiating team since the 
talks began. Daniel Hofgren will become Ambassador 
Anderson’s principal assistant. 

Hofgren, 33, has served as a Special Assistant to the 
President since January 1969. Prior to joining the White 
House Staff, he had spent 7 years as financial adviser to 
the Edwin Jay Gould estate in New York and had been 
active in the investment business in the United States and 
Latin America. In the summer of 1957, while still an 
undergraduate at Colgate, Hofgren worked at the White 
House as an aide to Cabinet Secretary Robert Gray. Fol- 
lowing his graduation in 1958, he had several assignments 
in international youth affairs—in 1958 as a consultant to 
the American Council on NATO for Atlantic youth af- 
fairs and in 1959 as Director of the Paris Conference for 
Political Youth Leaders and Organizations and as a dele- 
gate to the Atlantic Congress in London. Hofgren was a 


member of the Board of Foreign Scholarships from 1959 
to 1962, 


Hofgren is married to the former Alexandra Walton 
Smith; they have one son. 


Nore: The announcement was released at Key Biscayne, Fla. As 
— above, this item follows the text received by teletype prior 
receipt of the White House press release. 


Jackson State College, Mississippi 


Statement by the President Following the Deaths 


of Two Students During Disorders on the Campus. 
May 16, 1970 


Mrs. Nixon and I are deeply saddened by the death 
of the two students at Jackson State College. In the 
shadow of these past troubled days, this tragedy makes it 
urgent that every American personally undertake greater 
efforts toward understanding, restraint, and compassion. 
I am confident that the Nation joins us in extending sin- 
cere sympathy to the families of these two young men, 
James Earl Green, and Phillip L. Gibbs. 

NOTE: The statement was posted in the press room at Key Bis- 


cayne, Fla. As printed above, this item follows the text received 
by teletype prior to receipt of the posted statement. 


Digest of Other 


White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered by 
this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the issue. 
Appointments requiring Senate approval are not included 
since they appear in the list of nominations submitted to 
the Senate, below. 


May 11 


Governors of the States and Territories met with the 
President at the White House for a discussion of foreign 
and domestic issues facing the Nation. 


May 12 


Members of the Executive Committee of the AFL— 
CIO met with the President at AFL—CIO headquarters. 


May 13 


The President transmitted to the Congress the seventh 
annual report on Special International Exhibitions con- 
ducted during fiscal year 1969. The 47-page report is pub- 
lished by the United States Information Agency, based 
on material prepared by the Departments of Commerce 
and Labor and by USIA. 

The President transmitted to the Senate for its advice 
and consent to ratification a convention between the 
United States and Finland for the avoidance of double 
taxation and the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect 
to taxes on income and property and a supplementary 
convention on extradition between the United States and 


France, relating to aircraft hijacking and narcotics 
offenses. 











May 14 
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Roy Wilkins, Executive Director of the NAACP and 
recipient of the American Jewish Committee’s American 
Liberties Medallion at a ceremony in New York this 
week, met with the President at the White House. 


The President met with CENTO foreign ministers at 
the White House. 
British Foreign Secretary Michael Stewart called on 
the President at the White House. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE? 


Submitted May 11, 1970 


Jos&t A. Lépez, of Puerto Rico, to be United 
States Marshal for the District of Puerto 
Rico for the term of 4 years, vice Santos 
Buxo, Jr., term expired. 


Submitted May 13, 1970 


HucGuH F. Owens, of Oklahoma, to be a Mem- 
ber of the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission for the term of 5 years expiring 
June 5, 1975 (reappointment) . 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


Listed below are releases of the Office of 
the White House Press Secretary during the 
period covered by this issue which have not 
been included in the issue. 


Released May 11, 1970 


Press conference of Governor John A. Love 
of Colorado, Governor Raymond P. Shafer 
of Pennsylvania, and Governor John N. 
Dempsey of Connecticut following a meet- 
ing of Governors with the President. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 


CHECKLIST—Continued 


Released May 14, 1970 


Press conference of George W. Romney, Sec- 
retary, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, following his meeting with 
the President to discuss the model cities 
program and its funding for fiscal year 
1971. 

Press conference of Raymond Gallagher, Na- 
tional Commander, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars, following his meeting with the Pres- 
ident to express the support of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and the American Legion. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved May 9, 1970 

ee Public Law 91-242 
An Act to extend for four years the period 
of time during which certain requirements 
shall continue to apply with respect to 
applications for a license for an activity 
which may affect the resources of the Hud- 
son Riverway, and for other purposes. 

SE, Geena ass cence Private Law 91-88 
An Act for the relief of the heirs at law 
of Tomosuke Uyemura and Chiyo Uyemura, 
his wife. 

a aE Public Law 91-244 
An Act to provide for the striking of 
medals in commemoration of the many 
contributions to the founding and early 
development of the State of Texas and the 
city of San Antonio by Jose Antonio 
Navarro. 

ee SO iec cc cceoene Public Law 91-243 
An Act to amend the Act of October 15, 
1966 (80 Stat. 915), establishing a program 
for the preservation of additional historic 
properties throughout the Nation, and for 
other purposes. 


ACTS APPROVED—Continued 
Approved May 12, 1970 


Wh SUP se ctacccccnccsescas Public Law 91-245 
An Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to prevent terminations of oil and 
gas leases in cases where there is a nominal 
deficiency in the rental payment, and to 
authorize him to reinstate under some con- 
ditions oil and gas leases terminated by 
operation of law for failure to pay rental 
timely. 


Dia tiadncsescans Public Law 91-246 
An Act to amend the Arms Control and 
Disarmament Act in order to extend the 
authorization for appropriations. 


Approved May 13, 1970 


PS EP Encakecnnecouud Public Law 91-247 
An Act to authorize appropriations for 
certain maritime programs of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Approved May 14, 1970 


ee Public Law 91-248 
An Act to amend the National School 
Lunch Act and the Child Nutrition Act of 
1966 to clarify responsibilities related to 
providing free and reduced-price meals and 
preventing discrimination against chil- 
dren, to revise program matching re- 
quirements, to strengthen the nutrition 
training and education benefits of the pro- 
grams, and otherwise to strengthen the 
food service programs for children in 
schools and service institutions. 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


President Nixon was in Florida at the cutoff time 
of this issue. Releases issued in Florida but not re- 
ceived in time for inclusion in this issue will be pub- 
lished next week. 
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